PART x: 1784.
females who had fallen into the lowest state of vice, poverty,
and disease. Instead of harshly upbraiding her, he had her
taken care of with all tenderness for a long time, at con-
siderable expence, till she was restored to health, and en-
deavoured to put her into a virtuous way of living.
He had a great aversion to gesticulating in company. He
called once to a gentleman [Sir Richard Musgrave] who
offended him in that point, T)on't attitudinise^ And when
another gentleman [possibly Joseph Warton] thought he was
giving additional force to what he uttered, by expressive
movements of his hands, Johnson fairly seized them, and held
them down.
A gentleman having said that a conge d'elire has not, per-
haps, the force of a command, but may be considered only
as a strong recommendation, 'Sir, (replied Johnson, who
overheard him,) it is such a recommendation, as if I should
throw you out of a two-pair-of-stairs window, and recom-
mend to you to fall soft.'
Mr Steevens, who passed many a social hour with him
during their long acquaintance, which commenced when
they both lived in the Temple, has preserved a good number
of particulars concerning him. He has been pleased to favour
me with the following, which are original: -
'One evening, previous to the trial of Baretti, a consulta-
tion of his friends was held at the house of Mr Cox? the
Solicitor, in Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane. Among
others present were, Mr Burke and Dr Johnson, who differed
in sentiments concerning the tendency of some part of the
defence the prisoner was to make. When the meeting was
over, Mr Steevens observed, that the question between him
and his friend had been agitated with rather too much
warmth. "It may be so, Sir, (replied the Doctor,) for Burke
and I should have been of one opinion, if we had had no
audience."
'He would sometimes found his dislikes on very slender
circumstances. Happening one day to mention Mr [Dr
Roger] Flexman, a Dissenting Minister, with some compK-
ment to his exact memory in chronological matters; the Doo
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